
A ROOM
We are creating an interior painting of a room in our house.

SC: I have looked for different and interesting view points, features and details of my chosen room.

I have recorded what I can see and looked closely at what I cannot fully see.

I have thought about the colours I have used and composition (how your painting is organised).
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VINCENT VAN GOGH

Vincent Van Gogh was an artist from the 
Netherlands. He moved to many different 
places in his life. When Vincent was living in The 
Yellow House in the town of Arles in France, he 
painted this picture of his bedroom. 

 How would you describe the furniture in this 
room? 

 What do you think this room tells you about 
the person who sleeps there? What do you 
see that makes you think that?

 How is it different to your bedroom? 

 Can you see any shadows? How does this 
change the painting?

Vincent was really pleased with his painting of 
his bedroom and painted it again twice.

Model of Vincent’s Bedroom

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SRKuZ7KqpvQ

Close up of this painting: Look at how Vincent painted the picture.
https://www.vangoghmuseum.nl/en/collection/s0047V1962

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SRKuZ7KqpvQ
https://www.vangoghmuseum.nl/en/collection/s0047V1962


HENRI MATISSE

Henri Matisse was a French artist, who is 
famous for exploring colour in his artwork. He 
made many brightly coloured paintings and 
paper cut out images.

 How would you describe the rooms Henri 
Matisse painted? E.g., colour, furniture, 
feeling or atmosphere? 

 Have a look at how Matisse has drawn strong 
lines to make furniture stand out or add 
pattern/ texture to wall paper and other 
objects.

 Look at how he has viewed the rooms from 
different positions. Look at what objects / 
features he chose to paint within the different 
rooms.



VILHELM
HAMMERSHOI

Vilhelm Hammershoi was an artist from 
Denmark.  He is best known for his interior 
paintings and portraits.

 How do you think you would behave or 
feel if you were in these paintings? Why?

 Think about the composition of his 
paintings (How he has organised his 
painting). What has he included in his 
paintings and what has he left out? 

 Think about other places / spaces he is 
encouraging you to look at and think 
about.

 Describe the colours you see? How do the 
colours change the mood of the  painting?



MARGARET OLLEY
Margaret Olley was an Australia artist who is 

well known for her still life and interior paintings. 

She enjoyed painting images of the rooms in 

her house which were filled with all the 

wonderful objects and every day items she 

collected on her travels or that interested her in 

some way.

The rooms of her house were recreated in a 

NSW art gallery. (above pictures)

The Yellow Room



ACTIVITY: A ROOM
This week your challenge is to create an interior (inside room) painting. 

Before you start drawing and painting:

 Choose a room in your house for your artwork. Take your time to look and select an interesting room to 
paint. 

 Look for interesting angles to draw:                                                                                         
e.g., From low down or from above                                                                                            

From one corner of the room                                                                                           
From outside the room looking in through the doorway. 

 Are you going to include the whole room or just part of it?

 Look for interesting shapes, colours, textures to include.

 Look carefully at the light in your room and don’t forget to look for shadows.

 Think about what can you see or only partly see (e.g., objects behind other objects).

 Draw your interior and finish with paint (or other materials if you don’t have paints at home).

 EXTRA: Research ‘one point perspective’ to learn more about how to draw a room which looks more 3D.



GALLERY OF 
STUDENT IDEAS

Don’t forget to take a 
photo of your artwork 
and send it to me.


